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ABSTRACT 

This article aims to explore the producers’ vision about gender in Los Rios rural communities and 
the access of women to equal resources, services, and products in the agriculture area. A survey 
was carried out using a simple probabilistic sample of 130 producers among men and women 
inside different agriculture associations. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The 
study confirms that women and men do not work on similar conditions regarding access to 
resources, training and extension services, access and property of land and inputs, although there 
is not a gap between women and men on a socioeconomic level. We highly recommend 
promoting public policies that could benefit women and promote a gender-neutral policy where 
decision-makers need to move to address the structural causes of inequalities, starting at the 
intra-household and community level. 
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Análisis con enfoque de género en productores agrícolas rurales de 

Los Ríos, Ecuador 

 
RESUMEN 

Este artículo tiene como objetivo explorar la visión de género de los productores en las 
comunidades rurales de Los Ríos y el acceso de las mujeres a la igualdad de recursos, servicios y 
productos en el área agrícola. Se realizó una encuesta a una muestra probabilística simple de 130 
productores entre hombres y mujeres pertenecientes a diferentes asociaciones agropecuarias. 
Los datos fueron analizados mediante estadística descriptiva. El estudio confirma que mujeres y 
hombres no trabajan en condiciones similares en cuanto a acceso a recursos, servicios de 
capacitación y extensión, acceso y propiedad de la tierra e insumos, aunque no existe una brecha 
entre mujeres y hombres en el nivel socioeconómico. Se recomienda investigar y promover 
políticas públicas que puedan beneficiar a las mujeres en busca de una política neutral en cuanto 
al género puesto que tomadores de decisiones deben abordar las causas estructurales de la 
desigualdad, comenzando a nivel intrafamiliar y comunitario. 

 
Palabras clave: Género; desigualdad; mujeres; propiedad; extensionismo. 
 



 Gender-focused analysis in rural agricultural producers in Los Rios, Ecuador 

 

Ciencia Latina Revista Científica Multidisciplinar, Ciudad de México, México. 
ISN 2707-2207 / ISSN 2707-2215 (en línea),noviembre-diciembre,2022,Volumen 6,Número 7 p 7982 

INTRODUCTION 

This research seeks to analyze gender equality, through a social and economic 

comparison of men and women that work in the agricultural sector of the province of Los 

Ríos, Ecuador. According to the (FAO, 2009), it points out that rural women are 

systematically discriminated against concerning access to the necessary resources for 

socio-economic development in this economic area. Generally, the provision of credit, 

extension, inputs, and seed services covers the needs of households. 

That is why the factors that influence gender inequality in the agricultural sector in the 

province of Los Ríos will be taken into account, whose challenge includes the labor field, 

the income relationship, and decision-making (Hodge & Midmore, 2008).  According to the 

United Nations, gender equality refers to “the equal rights, responsibilities, and 

opportunities of women and men, and girls and boys”. Therefore, the sex they are born 

with will never determine the rights, opportunities, and responsibilities that we may have 

throughout our lives (Galindo-Reyes et al., 2016). 

Gender equality is, therefore, a universal legal principle, while gender equity also 

introduces an ethical component to ensure real equality that in some way compensates 

for the historical inequality that the female gender drags in terms of political 

representation or the labor market, among others (Tsige et al., 2020). Equity must be 

applied to gender as it applies in other areas, such as in the tax system, where each 

person pays more or less depending on what they have (Jones et al., 2017). 

That information about what is gender inequality and what happens in the agricultural 

sector is where the basis of the project is, and that is where the reason for which it is 

carried out is, it is expected that they are informed about what happens in this labor field 

of Los Ríos, and the situation that women go through at work is analyzed. 

We assess whether there are gendered differences in the impacts of the productive 

activity and innovative extension model that is provided to women, and the diagnostic 

and information services to smallholder farmers in the country. In particular, we examine 

whether male and female farmers accrue similar benefits from participating in 

associations and communities while working as producers in rural areas (Tambo et al., 

2021). 
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Literature Review 

Despite significant work to enhance women’s empowerment in agriculture, women 

remain marginalized across 

the globe (Witinok-Huber & Radil, 2021). In many countries, women form a substantial part 

of the agricultural labor force. They constitute about 30 to 80% of the rural agrarian labor 

force and contribute to about 60% - 80% of the total food production (Bello et al., 2021).  

A clear example of gender inequality in the agricultural sector is also presented, which is 

as follows: In the case of coffee, women need most of the labor in the early stages of 

production, including care of the plant, the harvest, and its processing. Jobs such as the 

collection of beans and their classification have a direct impact on the quality of the 

coffee and the price that can be charged for the sale (Mudege et al., 2017). Women excel 

in these tasks and their contribution, therefore, directly influences the income of coffee 

marketers (Meemken & Qaim, 2018). Their role, however, is rarely seen in agricultural 

supply chains - they earn less than men. 

Aside from the social and administrative bias against women, they are also denied equal 

access to education, training, extension contacts, and information, which in turn, worsens 

their plights as women (Diiro et al., 2018). On the other hand, gendered institutional, 

information and knowledge-related constraints also contribute to women’s limited 

uptake of agricultural technologies. Management and the operation of irrigation 

equipment require adequate knowledge and skills training. However, women 

smallholders in Ethiopia have little access to extension and training as a result of 

gendered institutional biases (Tsige et al., 2020). Agricultural extension services are 

provided primarily to men, and female-headed households receive less extension advice 

than male-headed households (Buchy & Basaznew, 2005). 

Many agricultural development interventions aim to empower women alongside goals to 

improve agricultural productivity and income; reduce poverty, hunger, and 

undernutrition; and improve health outcomes (Tola, 2018). Despite this growing 

commitment to gender equality and women’s empowerment among funders and 

implementers of agricultural development projects and the proliferation of women’s 

empowerment measures, consistent approaches for measuring women’s empowerment 

in agricultural development projects are lacking. Appropriate metrics are needed to 

assess whether these projects are achieving their goals (Malapit et al., 2019). 
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Women’s contribution to agriculture keeps escalating, estimated to be more than half of 

all agricultural outputs and forming about 80% across agricultural countries (Ankrah et 

al., 2020). Yield gaps and production inefficiencies confronting smallholder farmers can 

be traced partially to unequal access and distribution of agricultural resources. This 

notwithstanding, current interventions remain handicapped in addressing unequal 

access and control over essential agricultural resources and inputs (Meinzen-Dick et al., 

2019).  

Bridging this gender gap is vital for accelerated agricultural development (Ainscow, 2020). 

Gender differences affect the distribution of agricultural resources. Food security and 

household welfare constitute critical indicators of human development. Ironically, they 

are negatively affected by differential inter and intra-household gender relations (Doss 

et al., 2018). 

METHODS 

This research is predominantly descriptive to support the main hypothesis presented at 

the beginning of this research. 

Peer-reviewed articles were conducted in a systematic method in April 2021 in Science 

Direct which was used to retrieve documents through hand search, mostly for related 

articles when carrying the lecture of the articles. Initially, search syntax was developed 

using the following key search terms “inequality AND agriculture AND gender”. This 

search protocol yielded cases from the academic (e.g., scientific journal articles, 

dissertations) and gray (e.g., project reports) literature. It did not include non-scholarly 

materials (e.g., blogs, newspaper or magazine articles, pamphlets). 

A semi-structured questionnaire was used to gather information about the investigation 

of farmer entrepreneurial types. The survey was conducted in the households of the 

participant's prior request for written consent. These data were obtained from a survey 

conducted among the agriculture producers in Los Rios, which included items based on 

qualitative interviews. The sample was a simple random probability sampling of 133 

surveyed farmers (with confidence: 90% and error: 7%), where the primary purpose of 

the survey was to investigate attitudes towards the production activity (farm size and 

products) and farmer characteristics (demographics). 

For statistical analysis, after tabulating the information, the aim is to present the results 

of the main survey information using descriptive statistics. As the study is qualitative and 
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quantitative-based, different types of variables are studied, such as quantitative: 

(number of hectares, production), dichotomous (demographics, accounting-related), 

scalar (agrees with… decision making, participation), and binomials (gender, association). 

It was planned to carry out a structured analysis of the information obtained, to generate 

an explanatory model appropriate to the reality of small-scale producers in the province. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

A quantitative and qualitative analysis was developed using descriptive statistics to 

explain the results obtained from the study population. Mainly, the aim was to support 

the hypothesis with the data collected in a synthesized method. This study managed to 

collect data in 10 different cities of the province, reaching 78 communities, where small-

scale agricultural producers are concentrated, as can be seen in Figure 1: 

 

Figure 1: Sampled communities in Los Ríos 

Initially, we presented some demographic information regarding the surveyed producers 

which represent approximately Male = 82.31% and Female = 17.69%. In Table 1, we 

aimed to detail the participation of women, mainly producers couple, and daughters that 

intervened in the production processes. 
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Table 1: Family members intervened in production processes 

Education Level 
Male 

(n= 82.3%) 
Female 

(n= 17.7%) 

Couple 72.5% 18.5% 

Sons 82.5% 75.6% 

Daughters 64.5% 72.8% 

Parents 12.5% 9.4% 

Single producers 5,0% 56,0% 

 

We could infer women's participation in the production process and also, in the 

agriculture value chain is high. They have no property but are equally responsible for the 

production process as men. Mostly, men in Los Rios get additional jobs, while women 

oversee the crops. This is not institutionalized, mostly men figure as the main role in 

agriculture, resting importance on the woman’s efforts. Table 2 will help us to identify 

the role of women in their local community. 

Table 2: Role of women in associations and community 

Indicator 
Agree Undecided Disagree 

Male Female Male Female Male Female  

Active Participation in Associations 69,0% 75,0% 21,0% 25,0% 10,0% 0,0% 

Decision-Making in Associations 66,0% 25,0% 24,0% 75,0% 10,0% 0,0% 

Decision-Making in the 
Community 

40,0% 55,0% 60,0% 35,0% 0,0% 10,0% 

Legal Member of the Association 76,0% 17,0% 14,0% 6,0% 10,0% 0,0% 

 

Male and female producers were questioned about the role of women inside their 

associations and communities. Most associations don’t have many women as legal 

members. However, they comply an important role in the right performance. Men 

consider that women have active participation and decision-making in the associations, 

however, women consider they can participate but can’t participate as much in the 

decision-making. Equally important, men consider they have enough female members in 

their associations, but females consider they can’t be part of it easily. While the decision-

making in the communities, women can partly participate in it. Those are situations that 

must change in order to reach a better level of development in equal conditions. 
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Finally, we built a demographic table that presented the economic and educational 

situation of men and women in those communities. 

Table 4: Demographic indicators including economic and social status 

Education 
Male 

 (n= 82.3%) 
Female 

 (n= 17.7%) 

     Complete School  27% 22% 

     Incomplete School 16% 11% 

     Complete High School 23% 44% 

     Incomplete High School 17% 17% 

     Complete University 10% 0% 

     Incomplete University 11% 6% 

     Postgraduate 1% 0% 

Income     

     Poverty Line 10% 0% 

     Minimum Salary 51% 61% 

     Basic Family Basket 23% 17% 

     Higher than Family Basket 16% 22% 

Agriculture and Property     

     Leaseholder 16% 17% 

     In charge 2% 6% 

     Lent by relative 2% 11% 

     Owner with title 31% 56% 

     Owner without a title 8% 11% 

     Owner with right of possession  9% 0% 

 

Agricultural producers in Los Rios are developed in similar economic and social 

conditions, where they can cover mostly a minimum salary to feed theirs own. Regarding 

education as many males and women have similar education levels, and also regarding 

income where most producers are in the line of a basic salary. Regarding property women 

have more property in percentage but not in real numbers. Only 13 of the 23 women 

surveyed have land to make their production, while 33 producers are men. Inequality is 

presented in this province, where if the access and resources were similar for men and 

women, women would participate more actively in this area and could generate more 

benefits for their houses. 
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Discussion  

The investigation demonstrates what has been conceptualized in the contested 

agronomy framework women do have not similar access to resources and land as was 

explained before in the literature review (Buchy & Basaznew, 2005).  This study shows 

that different marriage systems affect women’s access to agricultural inputs and rural 

institutional services. Women in monogamous marriages possess limited access and 

decision-making rights over agricultural inputs and land as they work under the 

supervision of their husband, who is acknowledged as the household head (Tsige et al., 

2020). 

Results indicate that our hypothesis that men would be more likely to have access and 

agency over agricultural resources was mostly correct in that gender does impact local 

smallholder farmer access and agency (Rodríguez-Barona et al., 2019; Witinok-Huber & 

Radil, 2021). Participation and decision-making are low for women than men, and women 

are not even legally institutionalized in their agriculture associations.  

CONCLUSIONS 

This empirical study investigates the gendered constraints that have a greater effect on 

women's smallholders’ uptake. Lack of access to credit, extension services, land, skills 

training, information, and limited membership in cooperatives was identified as 

significant gendered constraints with a greater effect on women smallholders’ use 

compared to men users.  

Cooperatives should directly involve women in male-headed households as input buyers 

so that they can identify their input needs. Limited access to land harms women farmers’ 

uptake of technologies, as customary laws deny them user rights and inheritance of 

farmland (Witinok-Huber & Radil, 2021). Although legal documents allow women to 

access or use agricultural land, they do not enjoy recognition in practice. Changing 

customary laws would require the engagement of rural, regional and national 

organizations (Tsige et al., 2020). 

Future research could be essential to study better ways for giving access and resources 

to women. It’s important to increase both women’s and men’s empowerment, raised the 

prevalence of households achieving gender parity, and led to small improvements in the 

gender attitudes of both women and men (Quisumbing et al., 2021). 
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Many policies, including in the agriculture sector, tend to neglect the historical, cultural, 

and social discriminatory legacies that affect women (Mudege et al., 2017). It is important 

to build public policies integrating gender and equality consistently throughout the years. 

Some researchers are claiming that most agricultural development efforts have been 

gender-neutral, but we need more action taken by the government side. 

LISTA DE REFERENCIAS 

Ainscow, M. (2020). Promoting inclusion and equity in education: lessons from 

international experiences. Nordic Journal of Studies in Educational Policy, 6(1), 7–16. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/20020317.2020.1729587 

Ankrah, D. A., Freeman, C. Y., & Afful, A. (2020). Gendered access to productive resources 

– evidence from small holder farmers in Awutu Senya West District of Ghana. 

Scientific African, 10, e00604. https://doi.org/10.1016/J.SCIAF.2020.E00604 

Bello, L. O., Danso-Abbeam, G., Baiyegunhi, L. J. S., & Ogundeji, A. A. (2021). Gender 

decomposition in smallholder agricultural performance in rural Nigeria. Scientific 

African, 13, e00875. https://doi.org/10.1016/J.SCIAF.2021.E00875 

Buchy, M., & Basaznew, F. (2005). Gender-blind Organizations Deliver Gender-biased 

Services: The Case of Awasa Bureau of Agriculture in Southern Ethiopia. Gender, 

Technology and Development, 9(2), 235–251. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/097185240500900204 

Diiro, G. M., Seymour, G., Kassie, M., Muricho, G., & Muriithi, B. W. (2018). Women’s 

empowerment in agriculture and agricultural productivity: Evidence from rural 

maize farmer households in western Kenya. PLOS ONE, 13(5), e0197995. 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0197995 

Doss, C., Meinzen-Dick, R., Quisumbing, A., & Theis, S. (2018). Women in agriculture: Four 

myths. Global Food Security, 16, 69–74. https://doi.org/10.1016/J.GFS.2017.10.001 

FAO. (2009). Glossary On Organic Agriculture. Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations2. Glossary On Organic Agriculture%0A 

Galindo-Reyes, F. C., Ciruela-Lorenzo, A. M., Pérez-Moreno, S., & Pérez-Canto, S. (2016). 

Rural indigenous women in Bolivia: A development proposal based on 

cooperativism. Women’s Studies International Forum, 59, 58–66. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/J.WSIF.2016.10.003 



 Gender-focused analysis in rural agricultural producers in Los Rios, Ecuador 

 

Ciencia Latina Revista Científica Multidisciplinar, Ciudad de México, México. 
ISN 2707-2207 / ISSN 2707-2215 (en línea),noviembre-diciembre,2022,Volumen 6,Número 7 p 7990 

Hodge, I., & Midmore, P. (2008). Models of Rural Development and Approaches To 

Analysis Evaluation And Decision-Making. In Économie rurale (Vol. 307). 

https://doi.org/10.4000/economierurale.406 

Jones, N., Holmes, R., Presler-Marshall, E., & Stavropoulou, M. (2017). Transforming 

gender constraints in the agricultural sector: The potential of social protection 

programmes. Global Food Security, 12, 89–95. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/J.GFS.2016.09.004 

Malapit, H., Quisumbing, A., Meinzen-Dick, R., Seymour, G., Martinez, E. M., Heckert, J., 

Rubin, D., Vaz, A., & Yount, K. M. (2019). Development of the project-level Women’s 

Empowerment in Agriculture Index (pro-WEAI). World Development, 122, 675–692. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/J.WORLDDEV.2019.06.018 

Meemken, E.-M., & Qaim, M. (2018). Can private food standards promote gender 

equality in the small farm sector? Journal of Rural Studies, 58, 39–51. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrurstud.2017.12.030 

Meinzen-Dick, R., Quisumbing, A., Doss, C., & Theis, S. (2019). Women’s land rights as a 

pathway to poverty reduction: Framework and review of available evidence. 

Agricultural Systems, 172, 72–82. https://doi.org/10.1016/J.AGSY.2017.10.009 

Mudege, N. N., Mdege, N., Abidin, P. E., & Bhatasara, S. (2017). The role of gender norms 

in access to agricultural training in Chikwawa and Phalombe, Malawi. Gender, Place 

& Culture, 24(12), 1689–1710. https://doi.org/10.1080/0966369X.2017.1383363 

Quisumbing, A., Ahmed, A., Hoddinott, J., Pereira, A., & Roy, S. (2021). Designing for 

empowerment impact in agricultural development projects: Experimental evidence 

from the Agriculture, Nutrition, and Gender Linkages (ANGeL) project in Bangladesh. 

World Development, 146, 105622. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/J.WORLDDEV.2021.105622 

Rodríguez-Barona, S., Cuaspud, J. A., & Giraldo, G. I. (2019). Efecto del Pretratamiento 

con Deshidratación Osmótica en la Impregnación a Vacío de Láminas de Banano para 

el Desarrollo de un Alimento Funcional. Información Tecnológica, 30(4), 51–58. 

https://doi.org/10.4067/s0718-07642019000400051 

Tambo, J. A., Matimelo, M., Ndhlovu, M., Mbugua, F., & Phiri, N. (2021). Gender-

differentiated impacts of plant clinics on maize productivity and food security: 



Díaz, Gortaire, Romero, Jiménez  

 

Ciencia Latina Revista Científica Multidisciplinar, Ciudad de México, México. 
ISN 2707-2207 / ISSN 2707-2215 (en línea),noviembre-diciembre,2022,Volumen 6,Número 7 p 7991 

Evidence from Zambia. World Development, 145, 105519. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/J.WORLDDEV.2021.105519 

Tola, M. (2018). Between Pachamama and mother earth: gender, political ontology and 

the rights of nature in contemporary Bolivia. Feminist Review, 118(1), 25–40. 

Tsige, M., Synnevåg, G., & Aune, J. B. (2020). Gendered constraints for adopting climate-

smart agriculture amongst smallholder Ethiopian women farmers. Scientific African, 

7, e00250. https://doi.org/10.1016/J.SCIAF.2019.E00250 

Witinok-Huber, R., & Radil, S. M. (2021). Introducing the Local Agricultural Potential 

Index: An approach to understand local agricultural extension impact for farmer 

adaptive capacity and gender equity. World Development Perspectives, 23, 100345. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/J.WDP.2021.100345 

  

 

 


